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The accident to the 5.5. Exculibur in New York harbor in July set 
in motion a series of p ostponments in sailings which affected many of 
those who came to Palestine this summer as well as those who were ree 
turning home, Our own sailing was deferred a week, I left Toronto on July 
14 and speni. the next three days in New York and New Haven checking on 
baggage and <ttcnding to School business, “hile in New Haven Mrs, Walton 
very kindly 2rrenged a luncheon at which I had an opportunity of mecting 
Dr. Millar Eurrows, Howard Kee, and Dr. Marvin’ Pope, My wife and daughter 
joined me ir. New York the day prior to sailing, 


The journey <-cross the Atlantic and through the Mediterranéan on board 
the S.S. Excter was delightful, with calm scas all the way, We met a 

great meny interesting folk, American consular officials on their way to 
various Middle East posts and Lebanese rcturning to their homeland for 
the great American=Lcbanese rcunion held this surmer, 

At Alexandria we hired a car and drove up to Cairo via the desert route, 
This is the proper way to approach Egypt, for it is only after hours in 
the utterly barren desert that the miracle of the Nile can be appreciated, 
The return journ_ey to Alexandria through the fertile Delta country was 
one of the mest intcresting trips I have ever had.. Most of the way the 
highway runs alongside canals’ filled with graceful feluccas, wator 
buffaloes, and people washing, bathing and drinking, The cotton wes in 
bloom, the corn in tassel, the date palms loaded with great clusters 

of rinening dates, while through the fields white egrets carefully picked 
their way. The highway tcecmed with trm.cks and with peoples; few of the 
women were veiled, An_d everywhere Arabic signs announced the glad tidings: 
Coca Cola] 


We left Alexandria at noon on Saturday and arrived in Beirut the following 
morning about nine o’clock, Dr. Krseling had very thoughtfully asked the 
American Levan t Company to look after us with the rcsult that’ before we 
could disemb-rk one of their represent>tives appeared on boerd, took us 
under his wing, helped us through customs, and then whisked us off to a 
hotel, The following day was devoted to making arrenrenents for the transe 
port to Jcrusclen of the consider:ble amount of crchscolorsical and other 
equipment which I hed brought with me for the School, Owing to the cxis= 

~ tance of a customs war b:tween Syria and Lebanon, this proved to be a more 

“formidable problem than I had anticipated; But through the good offices of 

Messrs, Seaholm and Adib Ishaq of AmLcvCo, all difficultics were ironed out 
end arrsngencnts made to have my baggarze transported on a UN truck, In the 
aftcrnoon I had an interview with General Kennedy, the director of the 
United N-tions Relicf end Vorks Agency for Palestine Refugees (bcttor known 
as UNRWA), on the use of refugce lsbor in our archacologicel progran this 
Winter and was <essured of his wholchotrtcd co-operation, 





Persons desirin_g to travel to the Arab half of Jerusalem (4,c. the Old 
City, and the scction outside the walls which lics east of the Nablus 

Road) cannot pass through Isravl to their destination but mest make a 

long roundabout journey from Ecirut to Demascus, south to Amman, and 

then back in to Jerusalem, a total «¢ scme 300 miles. To add to the trials 
of the journey, there are tirescm? waits at frontier points while passports— 
are exrmincd for ext visas and, a few miles farther cn, for entrance visas. 
We left Beirut at seven in the morning and arrived in Jerusclem at scven-= 
thirty that night, Dr, and Mrs, Kelso had waited dinner for us and gave 

us < most cordial reception, as did Dr. and Mrs, Clark, Dr, and Mrs, Wolf, 
Miss Mowry and Mr, Wade, There is nothing like a friendly grccting at a 
journcy's end! 


The next few days were spent in being initietcd into the dutics and res- 
ponsibilities of my now office. Here I must pay tribute to the pains which 
Dr. Kelso had already takon to facili vate my taking over the reins, Four 
déys aftcr our arrival he and Mrs. Kclso gave a big reception in our honour, 
The number of government offici:ls and ecclesiastical dignitarics who 
turned out was 1 tribute to the high plsce which previous directors hzve 
won for the School in the estcon of the Jerusalem commnity, 


A few days latcr the group which had fheld the fortt-at the School last year 
began to break up, The first to leave were the Wolfs, then on August 17 

Dr, end Mrs, Kelso departed, and a week leter Dr, and Mrs, Clark, For a 

few days a mournful silence reigned, or so it sccmed, 


Gredualiy the new order is taking shapc, Miss Lucectta Mowry of Wellcslcy 
College, one of the three Fellows this year, came out in June to ‘assist 

Dr. Clark in his work on the Greck manuscripts, She forms a link, there- 
fore, between the old order and the new, Another Follow, Dr, W.H. Morton 

of the Southcrn Baptist Seminrry, Louisville, Ky., and Mrs,.’Norton errived 
on September 1 after an eventful trip, Off Cartagena, Sprin, their ship, 

the Excambion, ran into a submerged object which ripped a nincty foot gish 
in her hull, She monaged to limp into Marseillcs harbor where the vasscngers 
wore discmbarked, Aftcr a week in Marseilles, thc Mortons travelled by train 
to Naples where they caught the Excelibur and finally rerched Beirut and 
Jerusslem without furthur mishap, Ten minutes after their errival, the 

third School Fcllow, Fathcr Roland Murphy of the Catholic University, ‘’:sh- 
ington, walked in, 211 6'2" of him, His lctter, informing us of his in- © 
pending arriv:l, cane two weeks letcr, The Annual Professor, Dr, Janes B, 
Pritchard of Crozer Theological Seminary, arrived on the 7th after sponding 
the surtier in Europe collectingmatcrials for a projcctcd companion volume 
to his Ancient Near Rastern Toxts, Since then Mr. G.I. Lehman, who hes 

been teaching this pest yonr °% the American University of Beirut, hes 
joined us, Thus, the School fsmily fur 1950—51 is gradually asscnbling, and 
on Octover 4 the academis year will formally begin, 


In the meantime those of us who sre here have not been idle, Our first 
trip wes netur-lly to the tdigt at Jericho, 'e were cnxious to see the site 
where we will be cxervating this winter, Morcover, we had heard that the 
men who rents this land h-d startcd ploughing up « field where we iatcnd 
to m-ke soundings and wo wishd to helt his operstions before we bec-me 
liable to too much componsation, So, Mr, Beranki, my wife and dsughter and 
I drove down one oft -rnoon, The hcat down in the Jcricho vellcy was terre 
ific and our enthusicsm for arch:cology wis placed under a sovere strain, 
We went to cell on the lendlord who inwited us to sit under his grzpe 
arbor beside thc rushing water, and after a drink of lcnonade and coffee 
our dchydr-t.d spirits gradually rovived, © 





~~ 


The next trip was made to Jerash, a spot closely associcted with the n-me 
of the President of the Schools. A prrty consisting of Mr. Beranki, Miss 
Mowry, Mr.'Wade, Father Aristobulus (Librzrian of the Greek Orthodox Pate 
rairchatc), Mrs. Winnett, Jame end I spent several hours thore, cating 

our lunch in the shade of thu Tumple of Artcmis, I wes anxious to look the 
ground over in case UNRWA should change its mind about supplying labor 

for the further cleartnee of the site, Rashid Bey, Nelson Glucck's old 
travelling compcnion, who now lives in th: Jcrash expedition housc, ent :-m 
teincd us all to tea, 


On our return to Jeruszlen we found the servants in a stetc of greet 
excitcment, Our begs?ec hid arrived during our abs«nce and the scrvsnts 
had noticed thet the largest box had the word TELEVISION stomped in big 
letters on the outside, Hope ran high tht. the new director hed brousht 
with him the latest Amcrican miracl., It wes my sad duty to disillusion 
them, The box conteincd houschold mtcrials of « much morc prosaic neture, 


Our next trip wos to points south of Ammar. On Soptcmbcr 2, Miss Mowry, 
Mr. Baremki, Father aristomilus, «nd I dreve to Ammen where Mr. Harding 
entertained us:to ea delightful Arab luncheon at the Amman Club, In the 
aftcrnoon we motored to Madeba to sce the fanous mosaic map prescrved in 
the floor of onc of the Greek Orthodox churches therc, Then we went on 
to Siyagha (the traditional site of Pisgah) and Khirbet el-Mukhayy-t 
(encient Nebo) where we saw the Byzantine churches which were dedicated 
to the memory of Moses and which have bcen excaveted in recent years by 
Fathcr Saller, From Siyegha one gets a grand view of the south end of the 
Jordan velley and of the Judacan end Samaritan hills beyond. We shall 
alw-ys carry in our mind's cye the view which Moscs had as he gazcd on the 
land of his dresms, 


Returning to the comforts of the Philedclphia Hotel for the night, we sct 
out in the morning for Dhiban, the place where the fcnous Moabitc Stone was 
discovered, This journcy is not the formidable trip which it once wes. 

The King's Highway is bcing conted with crushcd stone snd asphalt so that 
one can skim -long over those sections which sre completed es though he 
were in Amcric-. I was gre-tliy impressed by the strong defensive position 
of Dhiban, protcctud as it is on cithcr side by the greet gorges of the 
two brenchcs of the Arr:un, It wes one of the mein strongholds of the 
Moabites, and its ruins rmst contain iancrtant Morbite romains, By 2.30 
P-M wo were bocx in Madcba where Feather Aristobulus had medc arrangemonts 
for our entertainnent at the home of one of the Greok priests, A mag= 
nificicnt meal of chicken and rice, fruit end arak was scrvcd up to us. 
We shell not soon forget this fcast of jaj with nj. 


Hearing thet some tombs had been noticed in the vicinity of Both-zur, we 
decided-to go down and’investigatc,. So on Scptumbur’6 Dr, Pritchard, Mr. 
Barcmki, Father Murphy, Dr. Morton end I trove down, We found the tomb; 

on a slope S.S.'. of the mound but none sccmed to be intact, so thet it 

is doubtful if it would bec worth while to go to the cxpense of clerring then, 


One morning a fortnight ago < tall figure in a red turban appocred at the 
School and begen making inquirivs about a walking-stick, Ho turncd out to 
be Amram, acting High Pricst of the Samaritans, He had come down from 
Nablus to sce if a wilking-stick promiseod hin by Dr. McLaughlin of Egypt 
hed arrived, When he heard thet we werc planning to visit Nablus on the 
following Mond-y, he invited us to call on hin, On Mondsy two car-loads 
of us's.t out, the psrty consisting of Dr. Pritchard, Mr. Baramki, Miss 
Mowry, Dr. and Mrs, Morton, Fether Murphy, Prof, Bownen (of Lecds Univ-= 
ersity), Mrs. Winnett, Jane and mysclf, Our first stop wes -t Jagobts 
Well where the Greek Orthodox pricst in charge of the site let dow a 
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tray with threc camiles into the well that we might scc how dcep it is = 
85%, Thon while the rcst of the party wont to sce Samaria, Dr. Pritch-rd, 
Mr, Baramki and I paid 2 call on High Pricst Amram, The highlight of the 
visit for me wes when Amren's grandson (presumably the future High Priest) 
was dcpositcd on my knee end Dr. Pritchard mischicvously snapped the 
picture, Aftcr being shown the frmous Abisha scroll of the Law, we de~ 
perted to pay e call on cl-Hajj Ragheb cl--Khaldi, owner of the Khaldiya 
Librery in Jcrusalcn,. We wishcd to get his pcrmission to microfiln his 
collection of Arabic menuscrirts in cese the Libriry of Congress should 
send out another photogrcphcr to replecc Mr. Wade who lezves soon to join 
Dr. Albright's South ir:-binn cxpedition, When the desired permission wes 
freely and courtcously given, the eycs of the Sameritan Hich Pri-st (whd 
had accompenicd us to the hone of his Muslim fricnd) opened p2rceptibly, 
(Porhaps*I should cxplsin thet the nodern Sameritans are noted for their 
rapacity, ) 


The perty which had gonc on to Samarin w:s'to join us for lunch on thc top 
of Mt, Gerizim, When, aftcr an hour's writ, thoy fril.d to appear, we 
became uncasy end sct out to look for them, About two-thirds of the way 
down we mct two heavily perspiring individuzls toiling upwards, These turncd 
out to be Pathcr Murphy and Dr. Bowman, They were on their way up (Father 
Murphy insists they were helf wry up) to tcll us that the station-wegor. 

hed broken down at Samaria, snd thet the party had returned to Nablus: by 
bus and wis witing for us 2t the foot of the nountain, Hiring a trxi, we 
all returned to Jacob's Well nd ate our lunch there, After lunch we walked 
over to Balata, the site of «ncicnt Shechem, <cnd ex:mined the ruins under 
the cxpert guidance of Mr, Baramki. The car ws finrlly repaired and we 
were beck in Jcrusclem’in tinc for dinner, In spite of the misfortunés 
which hed overtcken us, wo hod 2 most profitable and interesting dry, 


The following dry we h-d the Semrritan High Pricst for lunch at the School, 
an event duly rccordcd with the csmcre, He brought with him « scroll of 
the Semaritcn Pentatcuch,:2 copy of th. Sxmerit-n Book of Joshua, =: work 
on the Samtritan calendar, and Abull Fath!s history of the Semzritens, 211 
of which were purchascd for the School library, 


Qur most recent cxpedition was to north--orstcrn Transjordan, Knowing of my 
intercst in pre~Islanic rem-.ins, Mr, Harding informed me that he head heard 
of a plece whore some Saraitic inscriptions were to be found -nd suggested 
that we orgenize an expedition to copy them, So on Scptcmbcr 16 he, Miss 
Mowry, Mr. Baramki, Dr. liorton and I sct out from Amman, We drove to Mafraq 
and thence along the Baghdad highway to HYon the IFC pipcline where we 
turned off’into the des:rt, Mile after mile wo followed the treil through 
the Harrah, the lnndscape being nothing but 1 sc« of stones «as frres the cye 
could reach, In pleccs it ws neccessary for us to get out and wlk, which 
gave us cn opportunity to exemine herps of stones along th. wey, On onc 

of thes: Mr. Herding discovered three inscriptions, so we knew we were 
getting into the Safeitic arce. But the going wes slow and by 11.30 a.n. 

we were still 2. long wey from our goal, and decided that it would be unwisc 
to continue farther, We hed come to <= crossroad whore there wes 2. dirty woll 
and en old reservoir and this scemcd to be the logical plxce to h-ve lunch, 
Mr, Harding w-lked over to cx-mine some hcesps of stones in the ncighbourhood 
and pretty soon we heard him cxcitedcly calling us to cone, We hi stencd ovcr 
end there w’s the largest number of .rzbic inscriptions we h-d evcr seen in 
onc placc, Most of them were Kufic but a few were Scfzitic, Ve begen copying 
and photogr:phing but it soon became evident tht the tesk wes beyond us 

in the linited tinc «t our disposal, Ve plan to go back agin soon, canp 
there for two or three days and cx-mine the sitc thoroughly. I brought back 
thrce stones inscribed with Safeitic inscriptions, 
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The School continucs to be a Mekka for travelling scholars cand tourists, 
Among recent gucsts wore: Monsignor McMahon (inch rge of Middle East 

relicf for the Veticen), Monsigaor Asscmani of Michigan City. Ind,, Mr, 
Broadherd of Haverford Colilegc, and the Wilkins brethors from the University 
of Toronto, Mr, Chalifoux, 2 Chicsg9 printcr.+Rcv, and Mes, McBirnic of San 
Antonio, Texas, Father O'Callaghen of the Pontifical Biblical Institute has 
becn a frequent visitor to the libr-ry, 


The School building is: now in finc sh-pc, duc to the devoted efforts cf 
Messrs, Scllars, Clark, snd Kelso, end even mors to thir respective 
wives, We start the academic yerr with a fine group of keen students and 
are looking forward to = busy and profitable timc, 


FV. Winnctt, Director 1950-51 





